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SUBJECTs TS CF ROFIRWICR: 1IM37: LIKELINOGD OF A SOVIGET
ATEAGL Ol JAPAL (Yvaft fore TAC Represantativash
consddaration;

T PI0BLITT

To asseas the likealihord of a Soviet atiack on daparn Jdurin:
1951,

LT

PART OIE2  SOVIZT GAPGILITIZS FOR TIVADING JAPAN

N —— o

ALSUIIPPION

That Soviet and US forcas in the Far Jastht at rrosent will

remain roughly the sams for the »>maindey of 1951

Wo believe that in assessing the likelihood of Soviaet ine
vasion of Japan, W@ mst take into consideration tho Ussheg

own probable evaluation of its cawabilitias for succesafvl
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invasions Therefors s rcaiistic cxaninyclon of prebable
Soviet copabilities must Zive dus considoration to the prob-

able opposition from tle U iapcss which tie USHll kmows are

r—

available or can be made availabie during 1951e

Io VIAT CUIMLLSE FORCES ARG LVALLADLES

Ao What 18 Soviet strengua in the Far dast?

1. Order of battie {at divisionul lovel), lo-
sation, ank combat effcciivensss of ground i
forcon?

2. Strength and disposition of naval forces;
mepdwnb fised, and awdidory forces? g
pacity of rLerchunt shhpping? f

3. Ordex of botwle of air forces and air faculibies? |

Bo \hat portion of the above forces would be avais
ahle for iuvasicn oi vapan in 1951, assuming that
Soviet forces mxintair. a strabegic defensive along
the toraan ivontisr? In view of logistical dif-
ficulties, the nacemsity of dofonding key strategic |

and industeial arcas in the bar dastern USSR, supportir

Comrmndst China. pavyidsoning Dadron, otCes the USSR O

viously couid nake uwxilable ondy 2 norbion of its ovol-

21l strengine

JU-

QN IDENTIAL ]
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Ce  Vhat other Corparpist foress wipinh ba availabls?
Low f3rm <o ue ceasicsr the wreported existence
of dapanean [T syocpsi Vould they be sufficiently
raldable o ba weady  ould the USSH either need
(hinsse Cormunist ground forcess or consider it

poilticaliy desiratie to use such foress?

1L UAT A TR GAPABILINTES OF Wit ATOVE TORCES, ASSULILG
U5 OPPOSITIONY

&y Vnat ore Soviet grouni foree capshilities for
amrhibious and ad sbcrna seimmre of a £irm lodge.:

oot aroa {s) in Jarenf

Do Viovld Soviet naval forcas be able to (1) secure -
the contdoucus tabers around tiie invasion arcaj
(2) screan o tandingy and (3) protect the lines of

corruieation'?

G, Could the Soviebt adr farces acdove and maintaln
local adir superiority over the heachhoad, inters:
dict the lund und sca approacies, or protect
Soviet staring bases ond lines n_i‘ corruni.cation?

Sineo this would nrobebly be a critical factor in
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n Seviet docigion, such factors as air faciliticss
sortic rates, and combab offgctiveness night ba

znalysed in detatile

D, hat are Soviat capab:iities, in terme of aoe
rliiblous and airvormie wift, far mounting and
paintaining an avhibious operation of the size
indieated above? llow would ths USSR logistically
subLly and resuphly an dnvasion force, especlially
with: POL? iwe Soviat Far Bastern stockpiles adoe
guate for the purpose wand for how long? llow
zeask: voviat shippint vwill be necsessary, vith due

allesmnea Tor abiriblon?

11T, QTSR FACIURS |/IARTIG ONf SCVIET GAPABILITLIES?

Ao  Vhere and how could Soviet forces invade Japan?
Vhat is the nost probsble invasion pattern (a) ase
sumin the US st31) hoids South Koroag (L) age
suming US loss of sorza? Vould not the cverriding
nosessity for land=based air covar almost require

invasion fron the lorth at present?
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Co

MOE BN

that londin; beaches and ports could the Soviets

. A .

seire initially in ordar to bring in the bulk of

the assault foress? Are these adequata?

How would the poor wuather, especially around
Hokkaido, alfect invasion prospects? Ihen would

be tho best tine of wvear to invade?

- Could the USSR expeet; to achicve tactical surprise?

low much warning might the US expect to achiova
and how wighi this affect Sovist capabilities?

Vould tho USSR estimate that possible id_._l.”v_?_iiz_.gwng,
guch as a sirmltancous Chinese Commmnist threat

to or invasion of Formosa or liong Kong, would
split US air and naval forces? light a simle
tanoous Ghinese “omrnmist offensive in horea’

ba expectod to pin dowm the Bigith Aymy and hazper

rainforcerent of Japan?

Viould the majordty of Japansse actively support
the US forces? llow would this affect Soviet
capabilities? Ilow significant am increment to
Sovioct capabilities would be Japansse Corrmnist

subvorsivae, sabotaza, and gusrrilla activities?

v:qu;
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IV, QUULD TiIZ USSR SUCUISSFULLY LMILTATH Alw SirAllD JIS
PIREIAL TODGIE % ul duehl

R e < S =

Yo congider this a crucial cuestion on vhich any i
Soviet estimote mipht well tume Assurdng the Soviet farcss
sould seizs o substantial boachioad, could they expand it and

sccupy the remainder of Japan? .

4. Ilow -winerable are che iong Sovied overland and
sadburme supoiy 1anss, including the irange

Sibewian, to US attad: followirg an invasion?

B,  Could the Soviet forces amechk to naintain thens
aalves logistically in the face of US surface
aad submarine abtacks, carricae gtrikes, and

otihgr air attacks cn invasion shipping, lkey poxrts,

and rail iines, parhaps including use of atonie ;
Loubs?

Co Vould tho USSR esbimato that Lt could build up
deaisive strength in tio beactiiead fasber than
a2 US defonaive huildeup? Asswiing the capture
of Hokkaido. sould the forces on lokkaide be

mxpected to invads ilonsiu sucoassfully?

FRO D¢ Ty i
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., loes the torrain, especially im Hokkaide end
Hoerthera Honshu, faver the invader? Are tuasre
aztursl obstascles which would facilitats the
¢afense of Honshu im partisular apainst invasion

from Ghe Northy

V. HOW DOES THE KOREAN CAMPATGM AFFECT SOVIET CAPABILITIES?

Assuming that the Chiness Gommunists can contain the US forces
in Kersa, t® what extant does U3 invelvement i Xores makes it
wors feasibls fer the USSR tc invade Japam? On the other hand,
te what sxient would Comuunist s:isure ef Korse fasilitets in-

vasion of Japan?

Vi. IN SUMMARY, CONSIDERING THE ABOVE MACTONS, HOW WOULW THE USSR
ESTIW@E ITS QA?ABILITI&E ‘1‘0 .m‘IADE AHD OCCUAA JAI‘A!?

¥hat porticns ef Japsm might the USLR estimate it could suo=
cosafully seize and hold: Hekksido alome, Hekkadds plus nerthera

Hemabu, all of Japan, oto.?
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PAKE TWO:  PHOBABLY SOVIKT INTENTIONS

¥II. WHAT ARE SOVIET OBJECTIVES i JAPAN?

Vexry briefly, how does Japsm fit into over-all Soviet strategy
in the Far East? How imporiant is control er neutralization ol

Japar te the USSR?

VIII., TO WHAT EXTENT MIGHT THX USSR HOPE TO ACHIWWE ITS OBJRGTIVES
BY MEANS SHORT OF EAHI.‘I IIWAbION?

Owviocusly the USSR sasks %0 pose a coatinuing threat to
Japan, Oculd ths USSH expect by threats, aubnrsime‘ o JoF S
zanda, ete, te: (1) schiews first a neutral and them 2 Saoviet-
deminated Japsng or (2) sufficiently soften Japan for attask
subssquent te 19517 Might the WSR expact the US to eventually

pull out of Japm, leavimg it more expossd to the U:SH?

IX, WHAT IS THE EVIDENGE ==PRO AND CON == RE SOVIET INTENTIONS
JKPAN IR 19807 "

Te what extent do Sovie®, Far Eastermn sreparatioms appaar

defeansive rather than offzn=sivs snd vice versa? To what

extent do these preparations aprear geared to a 1951 invasion,

as oppesed to later?
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%o WHAT IS THE PROBABLE SOVIET GSTIMATE OF THE US AND
THESHERN TEATTION 10" SOV Dwt” TRVAS TON OF JKBRNT

Rt o < TR

L

G,

Do

Approved For Release 2000/08

#ould tns USSH eatimate that 4t ceuld inwede
sapam without gravely risking a global war?
#¥ould it estimates that hortilities could ke

sonfinek to the Fapr Easme?

Bven if willine ©» asecent: the risk of war with
the W5, wauld the USSR estimate that it ceuld
4p1it tha U8 frem ita Alljes? Howaver, iz tha

HSoviet view ndsah not such s developmant, if the
U3SR did mot attasic Western Eurepm, uoctuslly

3 unfavorable teo =ha USSR?

figuld the USSR asvipate that tha US would make
&n all~ouk affert to hold Japea, ineluding de-
phioymsnt: sf isrze paval and ground forces, and
sirataric alr nitreks, including atomic bosbing,

% least sm fHavilet Stibarig?

%hat weuld bu the Soviet antimate af the plitiest

tud psychological advantages and dissdvantares of

an invesicm iam 19519
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XL, IF THE USSR pSPrustED THAT If COUD NOT SEIZE ALL OF JAPAN,
THUT ONLY THE NORCHERN™ FOITION, HOW WOULD 1HTs TFFEcE—
SOVTET TN ENTTONS

X1I, WHAT NEW DEVELOPMANTS MIGHT SFRIOUSLY A:FECT SOVIET INTENTIONS?

A, Would the USSR arsbably invade Japan in event of

ganeral war beginning elksewhere im 19517

B. ¥ahat wonld bs the offect of accelaratsd Jamanese

roarsamant ox Sovial intentions?

C. What weuld be was wffect ea Soviet intentions of 2

5 disaater in Koron?

D.  Hew would Sovint intentions be affected by a ds facts

or negoitated restoration of the status quo in Korsa?

X11l. CONGLUSIONS

In the light of (1) the prouable Soviet estimsta of their ems
capabilitiess (2) the nrobable Soviet astimate of the situaties
resulting frem sn atteck om Japans and (%) over-all Soviet intentisr
globally as well as ir ths Far Eaxt, what. is the likelihcod of a
Soviet invasion of Jepam im 165317

s i) w
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